
This week’s question

Last week’s result

YES 88% NO 12%

Nikki Haley slams Pakistan as
one of the 'bad guys'

Details on page 30

Details on page 10

Will Pakistan be able to
come out of debt?

Details on page 18

NEW YORK          • WASHINGTON D.C.        • CHICAGO          • ATLANTA               • CALIFORNIA              VOL 29, No. 1482            March 3, 2023          50¢              Periodical Postage

Bollywood ---------------------- 30-31

Classifieds ------------------------ 28

Community Post -------------- 16-20

Cover/Top Stories --------------- 5-7

Edit Page --------------------------- 29

Horoscope ------------------------- 22

Immigration Post --------------- 8-9

Info/Highlights ---------------------- 4

Life Style ------------------------ 14-15

OP-ED ------------------------------- 27

TechBiz Post ------------------ 10-11

Real Estate -------------------- 26-27

Travel & Hospitality Post ---- 24-25

Wellness Post ---------------- 12-13

CONTENTS

HALEY SLAMS PAK

Details on page 19

Details on page 5

Details on page 5

WASHINGTON: Nikki Haley,
who is seeking the Republican
nomination to run for White
House, on 28 February slammed
Pakistan as one of the "bad guys"
the United States had paid mil-
lions out of its own weaknesses.

Haley, who is a former ambas-
sador to the UN, sounded here a
bit like her former boss and
present rival for the Republican
nomination, former President

Donald Trump, who had plunged
ties with Pakistan to new depths
accusing it of lying and deceiving
the United States despite getting
billions in aid.

"A weak America pays the bad
guys: Hundreds of millions to Pa-
kistan, Iraq, and Zimbabwe last
year alone," Haley wrote in a
tweet, adding, "A strong America
won't be the world's ATM."
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HALEY SLAMS PAK
Nikki Haley slams Pakistan as one of the 'bad guys'

YASHWANT RAJ

WASHINGTON: Nikki Haley, who is
seeking the Republican nomination to run
for White House, on 28 February
slammed Pakistan as one of the "bad
guys" the United States had paid millions
out of its own weaknesses.

Haley, who is a former ambassador to
the UN, sounded here a bit like her former
boss and present rival for the Republican
nomination, former President Donald
Trump, who had plunged ties with Paki-
stan to new depths accusing it of lying and
deceiving the United States despite get-
ting billions in aid.

"A weak America pays the bad guys:
Hundreds of millions to Pakistan, Iraq,
and Zimbabwe last year alone," Haley
wrote in a tweet, adding, "A strong
America won't be the world's ATM."

This was probably one of the few for-
eign policy pronouncements from Haley
after she declared her candidacy for the
Republican Party nomination for the
White House race in 2024. She is only

Nikki Haley

second in the field after Trump, who took
the lead months ago. More are expected
to join in soon.

Pakistan has received billions of dol-
lars in aid from the United States for the

help it provided to American forces fight-
ing in Afghanistan after the 9/11 terrorist
attacks. That flow has turned into a trickle
as American policy makers came to fully
understand Pakistan's duplicity in aiding

and harboring the same terrorists that the
Americans were fighting.

Islamabad has lately received some
aid for relief and rehabilitation measures
post the devastating floods in 2022, but
it's nothing compared to the largesse it
had gotten before Trump took office.

"The United States has foolishly given
Pakistan more than 33 billion dollars in aid
over the last 15 years, and they have given
us nothing but lies & deceit, thinking of our
leaders as fools," Trump wrote in the tweet
as the world entered the year 2018. "They
give safe haven to the terrorists we hunt in
Afghanistan, with little help. No more!"

Trump proceeded shortly to suspend
all security-related aid to Pakistan, and
put the bilateral relationship on ice.

Haley 's criticism of Pakistan is in stark
contrast to the gradual softening tone of
the Biden administration, which has
cleared a package worth millions of dol-
lars for the maintenance of its fleet of F-
16 fighter jets. IANS

Indian-American to run for California
State Assembly

Indian Microsoft
employee's wife found
dead in US: Report

NEW YORK: The wife of an Indian
Microsoft employee, who went miss-
ing in the US, has been found dead
under mysterious circumstances
near a lake in Washington, media re-
ports said.

Soujanya Ramamaurthy, 30, who
lived in Redmond with her husband,
a software developer at Microsoft,
went missing on February 25.

Her body was found the next day
in Lake Sammamish after a massive
search by the police, The American
Bazaar reported.

She was last seen near the Park
Marymoor Bell Apartments in
Redmond, some eight miles from
Seattle. Police are yet to ascertain
how the tragedy transpired, and so
far there have been no arrests.

However, multiple media reports
stated that Soujanya was hit multiple
times on the head with an object simi-
lar to a hammer. According to the po-
lice, Soujanya was 5 feet 4 inches
tall, 94 pounds, had dark eyes. IANS

NEW YORK: Indian-American commu-
nity leader and Democrat Darshana Patel
announced her bid to run for the Califor-
nia State Assembly District 76 in 2024.

Patel, 48, said she will not be
seeking a third term as California's
Poway Unified School District
board president.

The San Diego resident's cam-
paign has earned early endorse-
ments from Indian-American Con-
gressman Ro Khanna.

"As the daughter of immigrants
who struggled to realize the Ameri-
can Dream, I know the challenges
that families can face during hard
times. If not for great public school
teachers and college scholarships I
would not be where I am today,"
Patel, who moved to California as a
teen, said launching her campaign.

"I am running for State Assem-
bly because I want to make sure that ev-
ery person has the opportunity to suc-
ceed and thrive, and because I can use
my experience as a scientist, elected

school board member, and a civic leader
to make a difference in their lives," she
added.

Patel said in her campaign announce-

ment that she wants to keep communi-
ties safe, invest in public education, pro-
tect the environment, and improve and
expand quality healthcare access for

Californians.
The election will be an open-seat con-

test, as incumbent Assembly member
Brian Maienschein will be terming out.

California's Assembly District
76 includes the cities of
Escondido and San Marcos, por-
tions of San Diego, and numerous
unincorporated communities in
San Diego County.

Patel has helped restore effec-
tive governance and fiscal respon-
sibility to the Poway Unified
School District, while guiding local
schools through the Covid-19 pan-
demic.

She also serves on the Califor-
nia Commission on Asian and Pa-
cific Islander American Affairs, and
is a member of the San Diego
County Democratic Party Central
Committee.

Patel is a B.A.in Biochemistry at Occi-
dental College and a PhD in Biophysics
from the University of California, Irvine.
IANS

Darshana Patel
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Indian Americans Punit Renjen, Rajesh Subramaniam
to be members of US President's Export Council

WASHINGTON: Two Indian Americans Punit Renjen,
Rajesh Subramaniam will be members of US President
Joe Biden's Export Council.

The president on 28 February announced a list of
members he intends to appoint to the Export Council,
according to a White House press release. The
President's Export Council is an American government
organization that serves as the principal national advi-
sory committee on international trade.

Indian American Punit Renjen whose name has been
included in the list of members the president intends to
appoint to the Export Council, serves as Deloitte Global
CEO Emeritus. Renjen during his tenure as CEO devel-
oped and executed a global strategy that resulted in
Deloitte becoming the leading professional services or-
ganization in the world and being recognized as the
strongest and most valuable commercial services brand.

Under Renjen's leadership Deloitte launched
WorldClass, a global effort to prepare 100 million under-
privileged people for a world of opportunity, based on
the belief that when society thrives, business thrives, ac-
cording to the White House release.

Renjen for his leadership, business acumen and com-
mitment to societal impact, has been recognized by nu-
merous organizations. In 2022, Renjen was recognized
by the Economic Times as "Global Indian of the Year"
and the Carnegie Corporation of America as one of 34
"Great Immigrants. Great Americans." In 2021, the US-
India Strategic Partnership Forum recognized Renjen
with its Global Achievement Award. In 2020, Renjen was
awarded the Oregon History Makers Medal.

Another Indian-American on Biden's list, Raj
Subramaniam is President and CEO and a member of
the Board of Directors of FedEx Corporation, one of the

Punit Renjen and Rajesh Subramaniam

world's largest transportation companies. Subramaniam,
as President and CEO of FedEx Corporation, is respon-
sible for providing strategic direction for all FedEx oper-
ating companies.

He has previously held various leadership roles in
operations and marketing across the FedEx portfolio
of operating companies.

Subramaniam serves on the board of directors of
FedEx Corporation, the Procter & Gamble Company,
the U.S. Chamber of Commerce's China Center Advi-
sory Board, FIRST, U.S.-India Strategic Partnership
Forum, and the U.S.-China Business Council, and is a

member of the U.S.-India CEO Forum, according to
the White House.

In 2023, he received the Pravasi Bharatiya
Samman Award, the highest civilian award presented
by the President of India to the Indian diaspora in rec-
ognition of outstanding achievements in India and
abroad.

Some other key appointments to the council include
Mark D. Ein- Chair, Rosalind Brewer- Vice Chair,
Cristiano R. Amon-Member, Raymond E. Curry, Jr.-
Member, Lisa Disbrow-Member, Beth Ford-Member and
Jane Fraser-Member. ANI

China once again comes under UN scrutiny over
human rights violations in Tibet

BEIJING: China once again came under UN scru-
tiny over human rights violations in Tibet, reported
Pardafas.

China was grilled at the last two days of the UN
Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
session in Geneva on February 15-16. The UN's top
human rights body reviewed China for the third time on
implementing the world body's Covenant on Eco-
nomic, Social and Cultural Rights, reported Pardafas.

The rights advocates raised issues like the
Sinicization and other severe abuses in Tibet, Covid-
19, reprisals against human rights defenders and a
security law that crushed dissidents in Hong Kong.

These developments were overshadowed by re-
ports that as part of an annual indoctrination process,
the Chinese-appointed Panchen Lama, Gyaltsen
Norbu was recently told by a senior CPC official to re-
main loyal to the ideals of President Xi Jinping, re-
ported Pardafas.

The Chinese state has made intense efforts to subju-
gate Tibet and its people. The latest in this series is the
propaganda being aired on state television through pro-
grams aimed at showing that Buddhism is an "ancient
Chinese religion" with Chinese characteristics.

The very fact that the Panchen Lama has to swear loy-
alty to President Xi annually is a reminder of how tenu-
ous China's hold on Tibet is, reported Pardafas.

Notably, during the Tibetan New Year, Losar cel-
ebrated on February 21 2023, the Panchen Lama in a
meeting with Senior Communist Party of China (CPC)
official, Shi Taifeng, reportedly said "he would firmly
bear in mind the earnest instructions issued by Gen-
eral Secretary Xi Jinping, conscientiously study and
implement the guiding principles of the 20th CPC Na-
tional Congress, and actively contribute to aligning Ti-
betan Buddhism to the Chinese context and socialist
society".

Shi Taifeng, a member of the Political Bureau of the
CPC Central Committee and head of the United Front
Work Department, acknowledged the achievements
made by "Panchen Rinpoche", but expressed hope that
Rinpoche would firmly keep in mind the earnest expec-
tations of General Secretary Xi Jinping and maintain a
high degree of unity with the CPC Central Committee
with Comrade Xi Jinping at its core ideologically, politi-
cally and in action, reported Pardafas. ANI

The rights advocates raised
issues like the Sinicization and

other severe abuses in Tibet, Covid-
19, reprisals against human rights
defenders and a security law that
crushed dissidents in Hong Kong
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Indian-American named
associate justice of California
3rd District Court of Appeal

NEW YORK: In a first, Indian-American Democrat
Shama Hakim Mesiwala has been unanimously con-
firmed as associate justice of the Third District Court
of Appeal in Sacramento, California.

Mesiwala, 48, was administered the oath of of-
fice this month by Chief Justice Patricia Guerrero,
chair of the Commission on Judicial Appointments.

She was confirmed by a unanimous vote of the
three-member commission, which included Chief
Justice Guerrero, Attorney General Rob Bonta, and
Acting Presiding Justice Ronald B. Robie.

Judge Mesiwala, who would now be the first South
Asian American woman and the first Muslim Ameri-
can woman on any appellate court in the country,
would fill the vacancy created by the retirement of
Justice Coleman A. Blease.

She has served as a Sacramento County Supe-
rior Court judge since 2017 and was a commis-
sioner there in 2017.

Mesiwala is the co-founder of the South Asian Bar
Association of Sacramento and the president of the
Schwartz/Levi Inn of Court.

She served as the Americans with Disabilities
judge for the Sacramento County Superior Court
Hall of Justice and created the first Indian Child Wel-
fare Act courtroom in Northern California.

Armed with a Juris Doctor degree from the Uni-
versity of California, Davis School of Law, Mesiwala
also teaches appellate advocacy as an adjunct pro-
fessor in the same university. IANS

World must display zero tolerance
to terrorism: Jaishankar to UNHCR
NEW DELHI: India, recently called on the United Na-

tions Human Rights Council to show " zero tolerance "
towards terrorism.

In a video message to the High-
level segment of the 52nd Human
Rights Council, External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar said " India
resolutely believes that the World
must display zero tolerance " to-
ward terrorism. "We have been at
the forefront of dealing with other
global challenges which impact
adversely on human rights, espe-
cially terrorism. India believes that
the world must resolutely display
zero tolerance in this regard. After
all, terrorism is the most indefen-
sible violation of human rights and
has no justification in any circum-
stances. Its perpetrators must,
therefore, always be held accountable," Jaishankar said.

Jaishankar congratulated Vaclav Balek for being
elected as the President of the Council and assured him
of India's full cooperation.

Jaishankar also reiterated that India remains stead-
fast in its commitment to take all possible steps to en-
sure the fullest enjoyment of the basic human rights of

our people, including good governance and inclusive and
sustainable development.

In a video message, Jaishankar
also stated that India works with
other members of the Council as
well as Observers towards building
consensus with a view to ensure
that the Council is able to fulfill its
basic mandate.

"We give equal priority to all ba-
sic human rights, whether civil and
political or economic, social and
cultural, as they are indivisible and
interdependent. Further, we will
continue to extend our cooperation,
as in the past, to the Office of the
High Commissioner and various
other mechanisms of the Council,
including Special Rapporteurs and
Universal Periodic Review."

Jaishankar said.
"As we mark 75 years of the Universal Declaration of

Human Rights and 30 years of the Vienna Declaration
and Program of Action, I would like to underline the uni-
versality of all basic human rights. They embody India's
civilizational ethos and democratic values, the edifice on
which contemporary India is being built," he added. ANI

S Jaishankar
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Ex-Brexit leader, GB News host slammed
for targeting Sikh community

MEENAKSHI IYER

NEW DELHI: Former Brexit
leader and GB News host Nigel
Farage has been slammed for
'insulting' coverage of a TikTok
video showing Sikh people in a
small boat crossing what the
broadcaster claimed was the
English Channel.

The Indian Council of Scot-
land and the UK has sought a
public apology from GB News
for running the story with the
headline "WTF...Sikh-ing Asy-
lum" on the screen.

"We have written to GB News
and look forward to a public
apology. If no public apology is
given then we shall go to the
regulator," the Council said.

Sharing a clip of the news
coverage, the Indian diaspora
organisation also took a strong
offence to Farage making fun of
the people in the video.

"You've been used in the past
to the Albanians, this is a boat
full of Sikhs. Yes, they're all com-
ing from India. What a good day
out they're having," Farage was
heard saying on GB News.

The former UK Independence
Party (UKIP) leader further said:

"Basically, it doesn't matter
where you come from in the
world, it doesn't matter whether
you've got a legitimate claim to
be a genuine refugee or not, it's
come on down, cross the English
Channel, pay a trafficker and you

will be allowed to stay."
The Council said in a state-

ment that 'racial slur' against any
community is unacceptable.

"We stand in solidarity with
the Sikh community with regards
to the wrong done by GB News/

Nigel Farage. No community/
faith or culture should be insulted
in this way."

"We at the Indian Council of
Scotland and the UK are against
Illegal immigration, however it is
not acceptable for racial slur

against the Sikh community or
any community," it added.

In 2013, Farage's then PR
Manager Gawain Towler, had re-
ferred to British-born Sikh jour-
nalist Kiran Randhawa as
"some form of ethnic extraction".

Nimco Ali, who stepped down
as government's adviser on
tackling violence against women
last year, accused Home Secre-
tary Suella Braverman of "feed-
ing into Nigel Farage stuff", after
she sparked off an outrage by
comparing the migrant crisis in
the country to "invasion".

Farage had heaped praises
on the Sikh community for help-
ing during the 2013-14
Somerset floods.

"I remember the Sikhs help-
ing during the Somerset floods,
what a great community,"
Farage had tweeted in 2020.

He concluded his report on
the GB News by attacking the
ruling Conservatives saying that
even if they were to get the
economy right, the issue of ille-
gal immigration alone could cost
them the next general election.

More than 45,000 people
crossed the Channel to the UK
in small boats over the past year,
according to government fig-
ures, with 90 crossing on Christ-
mas Day alone. IANS

Nigel Farage

UK mulls immigration
curbs on foreign
student families

LONDON: International stu-
dents are likely to be restricted
from bringing their spouses and
children to the UK unless they
study "high-value" degrees un-
der government plans.

According to The Times, for-
eign students granted visas to
study science, mathematics,
and engineering can relocate to
the UK with dependents.

A near-eightfold rise in the
number of family members join-
ing foreign students has left
Prime Minister Rishi Sunak and
Home Secretary Suella
Braverman worried.

According to new immigra-
tion figures, 490,763 students
were given visas last year.

They were accompanied by
135,788 dependents -- spouses
and children -- up from 16,047 in
2019.

Of these, India became the
largest source of students with
161,000 students, including
33,240 dependents, coming to
the UK last year.

Asylum backlog hit a record
high, with more than 160,000
migrants waiting for decisions
on their applications, the report
said. The government is yet to
make a final decision on the
contentious matter.

Braverman has drawn up pro-
posals to reduce the number,
which includes shortening the
duration foreign students can
stay in Britain post their course.

However, according to the
Department of Education, the
restrictions will bankrupt UK uni-
versities, which depend on for-
eign students for money. IANS

New Zealand creates new recovery visa to
support cyclone, flooding rebuilding

WELLINGTON: New
Zealand has created a new
Recovery Visa category to
help bring in the additional
specialist workers needed to
support rebuild efforts in the
wake of cyclone Gabrielle and
Auckland flooding, the
country's worst natural disas-
ters in decades.

"The Recovery Visa means
overseas specialists needed
to support the recovery efforts
can come here immediately,"

Immigration Minister Michael
Wood said last week.

In the short term, experts
such as insurance assessors,
infrastructure and utilities engi-
neers and technicians, heavy
machinery operators and de-
bris removal workers are
needed; Xinhua news agency
quoted the Minister as saying.

"The visa covers the mix of
workers needed for cleanup
and recovery, including con-
struction workers," he said,

adding applications
opened24 February and the
visa will last for up to six
months.

The fee will be refunded for
successful applicants, mak-
ing it free for those who come
here.

Recovery Visa applica-
tions will be prioritized by Im-
migration New Zealand, with
the aim of processing an ap-
plication within a week of re-
ceiving it, he said. IANS
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Setback to Pakistan as
fresh violence breaks out
along Afghan border
RAHUL KUMAR

NEW DELHI: Just days after Pakistan-Afghani-
stan high-level talks on terrorism, border issues and
security, two people were killed near the Pakistan-
Afghanistan border in Chaman on Thursday. Social
media reports say that the two killed - Sadqeen and
Gul Muhammad - were Pakistani security officials.

The Chaman border connects Pakistan's
Balochistan province with Kandahar in Afghanistan
and witnessed violence earlier also.

Gunmen opened fire on the security personnel
and escaped. Forces from the Levies paramilitary
and the Frontier Corps cordoned off the area for in-
vestigations.

Pakistani journalist Jawad Yousafzai says that a
new group has emerged in Pakistan - Tehreek-i-
Jihad Pakistan (TJP), which has claimed responsi-
bility for the attack. He says: "The group is less
prominent and perhaps for the first time claimed re-
sponsibility of any attack in Pakistan. The group is
led by the Mullah Abdullah Yagestani with a spokes-
person Mullah Muhammad Qasim. The Debandi
sect group wants to implement the Sharia law across
Pakistan".

The new
group, which
claims to have
thousands of
fighters and hun-
dreds of suicide
bombers, has
announced an
armed struggle
in Pakistan. It
plans to target
security forces,
which it consid-
ers is the big-
gest hurdle in the ideology of Pakistan.

Speculation mounts that the new groups could be
a proxy for the Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) and
has been established to provide cover and distrac-
tion for TTP's attacks on the Pakistani security
forces. In the Peshawar suicide bombing in late
January, the TTP initially claimed responsibility but
retracted the statement later.

It was only on Wednesday that Pakistani Defense
Minister Khwaja Asif along with the ISI chief had vis-
ited Kabul for talks with the Taliban government. The
Pakistani delegation reportedly met with Afghan
Deputy Prime Minister Mullah Abdul Ghani Beradar
Akhund, Defense Minister Mawlavi Mohammad
Yaqoob Mujahid, Interior Minister Sirajuddin
Haqqani and Foreign Minister Amir Khan Muttaqi.

Pakistani Foreign Office spokesperson Mumtaz
Zahra Baloch said that discussions revolved around
terrorism in the region, particularly by the Tehreek-e-
Taliban Pakistan (TTP) and Islamic State - Khorasan
Province (ISKP). IANS

‘Concerns raised over treatment of Uyghur refugees in
Thai detention center after death of Uyghur refugee’

Pakistani journalist
Jawad Yousafzai

says that a new group
has emerged in

Pakistan - Tehreek-i-
Jihad Pakistan (TJP),

which has claimed
responsibility for

the attack

BANGKOK: An Uyghur refugee from China's Xinjiang
region has died of alleged police neglect this month at
the Bangkok Immigration Detention Center, reported the
Washingston-based VOA News, adding that the death
has raised concerns about the treatment of the more than
50 Uyghur refugees who have been held at the centre
since 2014.

As per the news report, the victim has been identified
as Abdulaziz Abdullah. His son, Muhammad Abdullah,
who lives in Kayseri, Turkey, said that his family had fled
Xinjiang due to the oppression and repeated arrests of
his father. He said that Chinese police would arrest his

father every year since 2009, as per the VOA News re-
port.

"The Chinese police would arrest my father every year
since 2009 whenever they started a Strike Hard [anti-
terrorism] campaign," VOA quoted Muhammad Abdullah
as saying.

He added, "My father was a street fruit vendor in
Urumqi. When the oppression was almost unbearable,
my parents decided to leave the country and took us to
Thailand."

China has been accused of mistreating Uyghurs. In
August last year, the Office of the UN High Commis-
sioner for Human Rights said that there was credible evi-
dence that China had committed "grave human rights
abuses" against Uyghurs
and other Turkic Muslim
ethnic groups in Xinjiang,
including arbitrary deten-
tion, torture, forced steril-
ization, and cultural and re-
ligious erasure, as per the
news report.

Muhammad Abdullah
said his father wanted a
better education and life
for his children. As per the news report, Abdullah and his
family left China in late 2013 and arrived in Thailand in
early next year with the help of border smugglers. They
were detained by Thai immigration authorities.

In the summer of 2015, Turkey on a humanitarian ba-
sis had taken nearly 170 Uyghur women and children,
which included Muhammad Abdullah, his mother and sib-
lings. Meanwhile, Thai authorities repatriated over 100
Uyghur men to China, as per the VOA News report.

Muhammad Abdullah said his father and more than 50
adult Uyghur men remained in Thailand's immigration
detention facilities.

Phil Robertson, deputy director of the Asia Division at
Human Rights Watch, said Thailand's treatment of
Uyghur refugees is a cause for concern. Speaking to
VOA, Robertson blamed Thailand's refusal to recognize
the humanity of an asylum-seeker for Abdullah's death.
He urged the international community to call on Bangkok
to release all remaining Ugyhurs in custody.

"[Abdullah] lost his life because of Thailand's refusal
to recognize the humanity of an asylum-seeker, some-

one fleeing persecution,
and at the end, even
failed to provide the
medical care he
needed," Robertson told
VOA.

"The quickest way to
ensure the resumption of
the lives of these men is
to immediately release
them as free men," he
said.

Dolkun Isa, president
of the Munich, Germany-
based World Uyghur
Congress (WUC), an
Uyghur rights

organisation, has called for an investigation into
Abdullah's death. Isa called for the release of Uyghur refu-
gees detained in Thailand and called for allowing Uyghur
refugees to access resettlement.

"We have been closely following the situation since the
beginning. The WUC has issued a report on their case
and other similar cases," VOA quoted Isa as saying.

"Thai authorities should carry out a full and publicly
available investigation into the death of Abdulaziz
Abdullah, end the indefinite and arbitrary detention of the
Uyghur refugee group, release Uyghur refugees de-
tained in Thailand and allow Uyghur refugees to access
resettlement," Isa further said.

An Uyghur refugee and former cellmate of Abdullah's

at the Bangkok Immigration Detention Center on the
condition of anonymity said that Abdullah had been trans-
ferred in December from a different Thai detention facil-
ity to the Bangkok centre.

According to Uyghur refugee, Abdullah developed a
cough and started vomiting blood. Abdullah's former
cellmate said that police guards and detention centre
doctor neglected to take him to the hospital despite re-
peated requests. ANI

China has been accused of mistreating Uyghurs. In August
last year, the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Hu-

man Rights said that there was credible evidence that China
had committed "grave human rights abuses" against

Uyghurs and other Turkic Muslim ethnic groups in Xinjiang,
including arbitrary detention, torture, forced sterilization, and

cultural and religious erasure, as per the news report



Tech News TechBiz
10 India Post March 3, 2023www.indiapost.com

Thales to hire over 12K people globally
in 2023, around 550 in India

NEW DELHI: In the deepen-
ing layoff season, French major
Thales,announced it plans to
hire more than 12,000 new em-
ployees, including 550 in India,
to support its strong growth tra-
jectory in its three core markets
-- aerospace, defense and se-
curity, and digital identity and
security.

The Group will hire 5,500 new
employees in France, 1,050 in
the UK, 600 in Australia and 540
in the US, apart from 550 in India.

For its engineering centers in
Noida and Bengaluru, Thales
said it is recruiting people on
permanent or fixed-term con-
tracts as well as providing sev-
eral internal mobility opportuni-
ties in Thales in India and across
the globe.

"Through our engineering
competence centers and supply
chains, we enable our employ-
ees in India to work in cross-

functional and inter-geographi-
cal teams on technologies that
drive the sustainable develop-
ment of our societies," said
Ashish Saraf, VP and Country
Director for India, Thales.

"As we ramp up our recruit-
ment program for the country, we
are excited to welcome new col-
leagues to Thales in India,"

Saraf added.
At India sites, Thales is

mainly seeking hardware engi-
neers, software engineers, sys-
tems architects, experts in digi-
tal technologies and project
managers, offering them the op-
portunity to help to build a safer,
greener, more inclusive world.

Thales is also working to im-

prove the gender balance in its
workforce.

In 2022, women accounted
for 25 per cent of new hires in
India, and represented 22 per
cent of the Group's India
workforce.

In India, 80 students joined the
company as interns this month.

Thales expanded its India
presence recently by opening its
1st Design Centre, which is an
extension of Thales' Engineer-
ing Competence Centre in
Noida and will be a hub for inno-
vation, research, and develop-
ment in the country.

"Joining Thales is a ticket to
some of technology's great hu-
man adventures and a chance to
be part of a learning organiza-
tion that places a premium on
collective endeavor," said
Patrice Caine, Chairman and
Chief Executive Officer, Thales.
IANS

US citizens lost $8.8 bn to scams in 2022: Report

Musk may appoint
Steve Davis as new
Twitter head

SAN FRANCISCO: Amid the
continuing layoffs at Twitter, Elon
Musk may have zeroed in on its
new CEO -- Steve Davis who is
a long-time associate of Musk
and currently the CEO of The
Boring Company.

The Boring Company is an
infrastructure and tunnel con-
struction services company
founded by Musk.

According to Platformer,
Davis came to Twitter as part of
Musk's transition team last year.

Musk had tasked Davis with
cutting $500 million in costs but
he ended up cutting nearly $1
billion.

"His success in bringing
costs down by any means nec-
essary has led to growing
speculation internally that Musk

will choose him to be Twitter's

next CEO," the report men-

tioned.

Davis has emerged as one of

Musk's top lieutenants at Twitter,

which is going through massive

churning and layoffs.

According to the report, the

latest job cut impacted more

than 200 employees and Davis

had a key role to play.

The latest layoff round im-

pacted more product managers,

engineers, and a number of

people on data science.

Chris Reidy, the company's

acting head of sales, was also

asked to go.

With this recent cut, the Twit-

ter CEO has done at least four

rounds of layoffs.

This is happening despite his

promise not to sack more em-

ployees after his brutal layoff ex-

ercise in November last year

that affected two-thirds of the

micro-blogging platform's 7,500

employees.

The Boring Company was

formed as a subsidiary of

SpaceX, before separating in

2018.

Its ongoing projects are de-

signed for intra-city (loop) transit

systems, which are all-electric,

zero-emissions, and high-speed

underground public transporta-

tion systems that shuttle passen-

gers to their destination without
an intermediary stop. IANS

SAN FRANCISCO: The con-
sumers in the US lost nearly
$8.8 billion to scams in 2022, an
increase of more than 30 per
cent over the previous year, a
new report has shown.

According to the US Federal
Trade Commission (FTC), con-
sumers reported losing more
money to investment scams --
more than $3.8 billion -- than any
other category in 2022.

That amount more than
doubles the amount reported
lost in 2021.

Moreover, the report showed
that imposter scams caused the
second-highest loss amount --
$2.6 billion, up from $2.4 billion
in 2021.

Prizes, sweepstakes, lotter-
ies, investment-related scams,

hefty payout last year,
involving 70,000 vic-
tims who lost a com-
bined $1.3 billion.

The report showed
that romance
scammers often use
dating apps to target
people looking for love.

Nearly 40 per cent
of people who lost
money to a romance
scam last year, said
the contact started on
social media, while 19
per cent said it started

on a website or app.
Many people mentioned that

the scammer then quickly
moved the conversation to
WhatsApp, Google Chat or Tele-
gram. IANS

and business and job opportuni-
ties rounded out the top five
fraud categories.

Nearly 2.4 million consumers
reported fraudulent activity on
their accounts last year, most

commonly imposter scams, fol-
lowed by online shopping
scams, the report said.

Earlier this month, the FTC
released a similar report, saying
romance scammers received a

Twitter employees to soon receive
stock awards: Musk

SAN FRANCISCO: After another round of layoffs over the week-
end, Twitter CEO Elon Musk informed the remaining employees that
they will receive acevery significant" performance-based stock
awards on March 24.

"This past week, we completed a difficult organisational overhaul
focused on improving future execution, using as much feedback as
we could gather from the entire company," Musk wrote in an internal
memo on Monday obtained by The Verge. IANS
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India's largest prototyping
center set to be opened
in Hyderabad

HYDERABAD: T-Works, India's largest
prototyping center, will be launched here on March 2,
Telangana Industries and Information Technology
Minister K.T. Rama Rao announced recently.

Sharing a video of the facility on Twitter, the minis-
ter said that T-Works will accelerate India's journey
to become a leader in product innovation.

The prototyping center will have cutting edge fa-
cilities and equipment to support innovation and
prototyping.

The first phase of T-Works, an initiative of the
state government, is spread over 78,000 square
feet.

The campus has come up on 4.79 acres in the
heart of Hitec City, the information technology cluster
and the state government has spent about Rs 100
crore on this prestigious project.

The multidisciplinary facility has over 200 tools
and machines. The number will be subsequently in-
creased 10 fold.

T-Works CEO Sujai Karampuri said that it is a
proud moment for him. He said he was excited to be
part of the journey from day one and gave the credit
for this to Rama Rao.

"Nowhere could a government step in to create
such an initiative. Unique in India. Unique in the world.
This is just the beginning. Shall increase capacity by
10x in a year," he tweeted.

According to T-Works, the facility aims to create
and celebrate a culture of hobbyists, makers, and
innovators in India, who explore and experiment with-
out fear of failure.

They can get access to state-of-the-art equip-
ment, tools and be a part of a diverse community of
hardware enthusiasts.

T-Works endeavors to collaborate at every step
and ensure that equipment and services are de-
signed to be accessible to all without any discrimi-
nation.

The prototyping center will not take any IP or eq-
uity in exchange for its services and support.

Officials said the goal of T-Works will be to lower
the barriers to prototyping, followed by enabling
mentoring and so on.

Industrial-grade equipment and resources at T-
Works are meant only for prototyping and will not be
put to service for mass manufacturing. IANS

21st century India empowering its citizens
through technology, says PM Modi

417 tech firms lay off over 1.2 lakh
employees in Jan-Feb alone

NEW DELHI: The year 2023 is set to become the
worst year for tech employees as in just two months, 417
companies laid off more than 1.2 lakh workers globally.

In comparison, 1,046 tech companies -- from Big Tech
to startups -- laid off more than 1,61 lakh employees in
2022, as per the data by layoffs tracking site Layoffs.fyi.

In January alone, close to 1-lakh tech employees lost
jobs globally, dominated by companies like Amazon,
Microsoft, Google, Salesforce and others.

In total, nearly 3 lakh tech employees have now lost
jobs in 2022 and till February this year.

As more and more Big Tech companies continue to
sack employees, they listed various reasons behind the
move -- over-hiring, uncertain global macroeconomic
conditions, strong tailwinds from the Covid-19 pandemic
and more.

According to reports, Meta (formerly Facebook) is set
for another big round of layoffs -- similar to the one it an-

nounced in November last year -- as early as next month
once the performance bonuses are paid out.

Meta has reportedly given thousands of employees
"subpar ratings" in a latest round of performance reviews,
setting the stage for more layoffs at the company.

Swedish telecom gear-maker Ericsson is laying off
about 8 percent of its workforce, around 8,500 employ-
ees, to cut costs in the ongoing global macroeconomic
conditions,

Global consulting firm McKinsey & Co is reportedly
planning to slash about 2,000 jobs in one of the largest
layoffs. Another major consulting firm KPMG is laying off
2 percent of its workforce that will impact about 700 em-
ployees in the US, owing to a "sharp slowdown in its con-
sulting business".

Cloud infrastructure provider DigitalOcean plans to
lay-off about 11 percent of its workforce, or nearly 200
employees. IANS

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi addresses the Post Budget Webinar on ‘Ease of Living
using Technology’, in New Delhi on February 28

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 28
February addressed a post-Budget webinar on the sub-
ject 'Ease of Living using Technology', the fifth of the se-
ries of 12 webinars being organized by the government.

Addressing the gathering, the Prime Minister said In-
dia of the 21st century is
constantly empowering its
citizens with the use of
technology. He underlined
that every Budget in the
past few years stressed
the ease of living for
people with the help of
technology. The objective
behind hosting the
webinars is to seek ideas
and suggestions for the ef-
fective implementation of
the initiatives announced in
the Union Budget 2023.

Prime Minister Modi
elaborated on the role of
technology in this by giving
examples of One Nation
One Ration Card and JAM
(Jan Dhan-Aadhar-Mobile)
trinity, Arogya Setu and
CoWin App, railway reser-
vation and Common Ser-
vice Centers. With these decisions, the Prime Minister
said that the government has enhanced the ease of liv-
ing of the citizens.

He also highlighted the popular feeling about ease of
communication with the government as the dialogue has
become easy and people are getting quick resolutions.

Pm Modi also cited examples of the faceless resolu-

tion of Income tax system-related grievances.
Referring to 5G and Artificial Intelligence and their im-

pact on industry, medicine, education and agriculture the
Prime Minister emphasized the need to set a few tar-
gets. He suggested ways to stakeholders through which

these technologies can be deployed for the welfare of
the common citizens, and the sectors to be focused.

"Can we identify 10 such problems of the society
which can be solved by AI?" PM Modi said.

Further, highlighting the role of technology, he pointed
out that technology can help create a finished product
that can help capture the global market. ANI



Health Line

One can be said to be perfectly healthy in body and mind only if no part of the body or mind makes itself felt. A part
makes itself felt only when there is something wrong with it. You know that you have a head only when it aches.

Sri Atmananda  (1883 - 1959)
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Covid-19 pandemic a result of
lab leak: US agency

WASHINGTON: The Covid-
19 virus leaked out of a labora-
tory in China, according to a re-
port by the US Energy Depart-
ment.

The report -- a classified intel-
ligence report was recently pro-
vided to the White House and
key members of Congress, the
Wall Street Journal reported.

It highlights how different intel-
ligence agencies have arrived at
disparate judgments about the
pandemic's origin.

As per people who have read
the classified report, the Energy
Department made its judgment
with "low confidence", the WSJ
reported.

Several agencies including
the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion (FBI) also agree to the lab
leak claim.

The agency, in 2021, came to
the conclusion that the pandemic
was likely the result of a lab leak
in 2021 with "moderate confi-
dence" and still holds to this view.

However, four other agencies,

along with a national intelligence
panel, still judge that it was likely
the result of a natural transmis-
sion, and two are undecided, the
media report said.

The Energy Department
"continues to support the thor-
ough, careful, and objective
work of our intelligence profes-
sionals in investigating the ori-

gins of Covid-19, as the Presi-
dent directed", a spokesperson
was quoted as saying.

The agency has, however,
declined to discuss details of its
assessment, the report said.

"Kudos to those who are will-
ing to set aside their preconcep-
tions and objectively re-examine
what we know and don't know

about Covid origins," said David
Relman, a Stanford University
microbiologist, who welcomed
word of the updated findings.

"My plea is that we not accept
an incomplete answer or give up
because of political expedi-
ency," Relman said.

The Covid-19 virus first circu-
lated in Wuhan, China, no later
than November 2019, according
to the US 2021 intelligence re-
port.

More than two years after the
pandemic, the origins of Covid-
19 remain unclear.

It has been a political and sci-
entific debate with scientists and
politicians globally, contending
that the coronavirus jumped into
people from bats, or has been
leaked from a laboratory

China, on its part, has placed
limits on investigations by the
World Health Organization.

The country has opposed the
virus lab leak theory and has
suggested it emerged outside
China. IANS

‘Pfizer's RSV shot for
elderly linked to
Guillain-Barre risk’

WASHINGTON: A new vac-
cine for RSV for elderly may po-
tentially increase the risk for
Guillain-Barre syndrome (GBS),
a rare neurologic disorder, the
US Food and Drug Administra-
tion (FDA) has said.

GBS is often followed by a
bacterial or viral infection that
wreaks havoc on the nerves. In
people afflicted with GBS, the
immune system mistakenly at-
tacks healthy nerves outside the
brain and spinal cord, leading to
weakness and, sometimes, pa-
ralysis.

Currently, there is no ap-

proved vaccine or RSV -- a
highly contagious virus that

causes flu-like illness in people

of all ages that increases in se-
verity with age. After decades of

trials, the first ever RSV vaccine

is now slated for approval by Au-
gust.

Two adults in their 60s who

were part of 20,000 participants
of Pfizer's Phase 3 clinical trial

for RSV have been diagnosed

with GBS. The FDA has, thus,
asked Pfizer to conduct a safety

study if the shot is approved, ac-

cording to the recently published
agency briefing documents.

While one person's illness

had completely resolved after
three months, another was im-

proving after six months. There

were no cases among people
who didn't receive the shot, the

FDA document said.

Pfizer noted that the said
cases may have other possible

explanations -- one patient had

a heart attack and the other had
symptoms of an upper respira-

tory infection. Further, the com-

pany stated that its shot is a
"well-tolerated and safe vaccine,

with a benefit-to-risk ratio that is

favorable".
But the FDA said that given

the incidence of Guillain-Barre

syndrome in the general popula-
tion is about 3 cases per

100,000 people annually, Pfizer

should view the incidents as an
important potential risk in its

safety surveillance.
Pfizer said it will conduct a

safety study on Guillain-Barre
syndrome if its RSV shot is ap-
proved. IANS

It has been a political and scientific
debate with scientists and politicians globally,

contending that the coronavirus jumped
into people from bats, or has been

leaked from a laboratory
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Obesity can raise risk of death
by more than 90%: Study

NEW YORK: Excess weight or obesity is more deadly
than previously believed. According to a new study, it
boosts risk of death by anywhere from 22 percent to 91
percent.

The findings, published in the journal Population Stud-
ies, counter prevailing wisdom that excess weight boosts
mortality risk only in extreme cases.

The study showed that groups with higher body mass
index (BMI) have higher mortality rates, contrary to nu-
merous studies that show that heart disease, high blood
pressure and diabetes (which are often associated with
being overweight) elevate mortality risk.

"The conventional wisdom is that elevated BMI gener-
ally does not raise mortality risk until you get to very high
levels, and that there are actually some survival benefits
to being overweight," said author Ryan Masters, Associ-
ate Professor of sociology at University of Colorado
Boulder.

He noted that BMI, which doctors and scientists often
use as a health measure, is based on weight and height
only and doesn't account for differences in body compo-
sition or how long a person has been overweight.

"It's a reflection of stature at a point in time. That's it,"
said Masters, noting, "it isn't fully capturing all of the nu-
ances and different sizes and shapes the body comes in."

To see what happened when those nuances were con-
sidered, Masters looked at data from 17,784 people, in-
cluding 4,468 deaths.

He discovered that a full 20 percent of the sample
characterized as "healthy" weight had been in the over-
weight or obese category in the decade prior. When set
apart, this group had a substantially worse health profile
than those in the category whose weight had been stable.

Collectively, the findings confirm that studies have
been "significantly affected" by BMI-related bias.

According to most studies, the "overweight" category
(BMI 25-30) surprisingly has the lowest mortality risk.
Those in the "obese" category (30-35) have little or no
increased risk over the so-called "healthy" category
(18.5-25). And both the "underweight" (less than 18.5)
and extremely obese (35 and higher) are at increased
risk of death.

However, Masters found those with low BMI (18.5-
22.5) have the lowest mortality risk. Contrary to previous
research, the study also found no significant mortality risk
increases for the "underweight" category.

Masters said he hopes the research will alert scien-
tists to be "extremely cautious" when making conclusions
based on BMI. IANS

Daily use of weed can raise
heart disease risk

Bird flu risk to
humans in Cambodia
remains low: WHO

PHNOM PENH: The risk to general public from
avian influenza A (H5N1) in Cambodia remains low
despite two human cases of the virus were detected
recently, the World Health Organization (WHO) said
in a statement.

Last week, the Southeast Asian nation confirmed
two human infections with H5N1 bird flu, the first
since 2014; Xinhua news agency quoted the state-
ment as saying. It added that the first case involved
an 11-year-old girl from southeastern Prey Veng
province, who died of the virus on February 22, and
her 49-year-old father was tested positive for the vi-
rus a day later and is currently in isolation at the Prey
Veng Provincial Referral Hospital.

Eleven others, who were in close contacts with the
deceased girl, tested negative for the H5N1 virus,
the statement said.

Almost all H5N1 infection cases in people have
been associated with close contact with infected
live or dead birds, or H5N1 virus-contaminated en-
vironments, it added. "Based on evidence so far,
the virus does not infect humans easily and spreads
from person-to-person appears to be unusual," the
statement said. IANS

NEW YORK: People who used marijuana daily were
found to be about one-third more likely to develop coro-
nary artery disease (CAD) compared with people who
have never used the drug, warned a study.

CAD is the most common form of heart disease and
occurs when the arteries that supply blood to the
heart become narrowed due to a buildup of
cholesterol. CAD commonly causes
chest pain, shortness of breath and
fatigue, and can lead to a heart at-
tack.

"We found that cannabis use is
linked to CAD, and there seems
to be a dose-response relation-
ship in that more frequent can-
nabis use is associated with a
higher risk of CAD," said lead au-
thor Ishan Paranjpe, from Stanford
University.

"In terms of the public health mes-
sage, it shows that there are probably cer-
tain harms of cannabis use that weren't recognized
before, and people should take that into account," he
added.

The team included 175,000 people in the study. The

results indicated that daily cannabis users were 34 per-
cent more likely to have CAD than those who have never
used marijuana.

In contrast, monthly cannabis use was not associated
with a significant increase in the risk of CAD.

Based on these findings, researchers said it is
important for people to be aware that can-

nabis use is not without risk and make
sure to inform their doctor if they use

cannabis so that clinicians can
take appropriate steps to monitor
their heart health.

By helping to better under-
stand the molecular pathways in-
volved in marijuana use and heart
disease, the findings could open

new opportunities for interventions
to prevent or treat heart disease.
"From a scientific standpoint,

these findings are exciting because they
suggest there might be new drug targets

and mechanisms we can explore to take control
of this pathway going forward," Paranjpe said.

The study was presented at the American College of
Cardiology's Annual Scientific Session. IANS
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NEW DELHI: Its time to bring out the colors, gathers
the homies, and head out to the most celebrated Holi
festival of the year. Holi Moo! Festival is India's multi-
genre, a multi-stage music festival that celebrates one of
the most popular Indian traditions of Holi.

An IP developed and owned by Trifecta Entertainment
Pvt. Ltd. and lauded by prominent International publica-
tions celebrates diversity, inclusivity, and great music.

Speaking ahead of the festivities, Anschuman Gulati,
Director, Trifecta Entertainment Pvt. Ltd. and the Co-
Founder of Holi Moo! Festival said, "Over the years, the
Festival has established itself and become a part of
India's cultural calendar and has set a benchmark in
terms of presentation, concept, curation, and overall ex-
perience. This year, we have decided to expand and take
the festival to two amazing travel destinations in India -
Dehradun and Goa. Both cities are extremely popular
with travelers and have a growing base of young people
who reside there. We are very excited to explore new
regions and grow our fan base across India."

Holi Moo! Festival the definitive experiential music
festival is back in a twin-city tour!

The Holi Moo! Festival inspired by the colorful festival
of Holi which signifies the start of spring, combines tradi-
tional revelry with a contemporary mix of music, art, and
culture. It has grown from a modest, informal jamming
session at a farmhouse among a few musicians in 2006
to India's largest festival on Holi. The last edition held in
2019 in New Delhi, prior to the pandemic, was a truly
International affair, with 8000+ attendees from 80 coun-
tries.

It offers a safe, secure, and welcoming environment
for all revelers, with an opportunity to play the traditional
festival of Holi with eco-friendly organic gulaal raising
one's tempo with traditional Indian dhols (drums) and
performers. Visitors also get to enjoy Indian and West-
ern street foods and colorfully crafted, Holi-inspired

cocktails.
The 15th edition of the festival will be held in Dehradun

and Goa on the 4th and 8th of March this year respec-
tively. Tickets are on sale and are available exclusively
on Insider.com and at the venue on the day of the festival.
IANSlife

Lakme Fashion Week X FDCI scheduled
from March 9-12 in Mumbai

NEW DELHI: Lakme Fashion Week in partnership
with FDCI is set to kickstart its first edition of 2023 at Jio
World Garden in Mumbai's Bandra Kurla Complex. The
beauty and fashion extravaganza will begin with Sustain-
able Fashion Day on Thursday 9th March and will culmi-
nate with the Lakme Grand Finale on Sunday, March 12.

Lakme Fashion Week x FDCI - the country's most pre-
mium fashion event will be seen bringing to the fore a host
of new, emerging and established talent across the in-
dustry to put forth a world-class beauty and fashion event.
The platform in keeping with its tradition will offer two
showcase areas (the Runway and the Atelier) for design-
ers to bring their designs to life along with the Central Av-
enue that will play host to captivating conversations.

All showcases will continue to be live streamed
across the platform's OTT partners Jio TV and Voot
and LFW, and FDCI social media channels to reach

the widespread Indian and global fashion audience.
The FDCI Showroom will attract buyers from across the
globe helping design talent to explore business av-
enues and opportunities.

Harman Dhillon, Vice President, Hindustan Unilever
Limited said, "As India's first and biggest make up and
premium skincare brand, Lakme has always taken
pride in leading the narrative on fashion and beauty and
is now raising the impact at this intersection even more
at Lakme Fashion Week. We are truly looking forward
to the newest edition of Lakme Fashion Week in part-
nership with FDCI. Given Lakme Fashion Week is the
mecca of the confluence of beauty and fashion in the
country, it is here that we want to embark upon our new
journey of "Unapologetically Me" - to partner the mod-
ern Indian woman to own her beauty and embrace it
unapologetically. IANSlife
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MUMBAI: TV actress Kajal Chauhan, who is currently playing the
role of Gaura in the show 'Meri Saas Bhoot Hai', shared her wish to
have a fairytale marriage and idea of a life partner.

She said: "I dream of a simple fairytale wedding in which I get to
wear a long fairy-like gown that completes my appearance in the
lovely bridal attire, where the unforgettable day takes place in the
forest embracing nature, between mountains and fountains enhanc-
ing the big day with lots of colorful flowers and decor, where fireflies

spark making it romantic, and letting the outdoors influence the spe-
cial day in the presence of both of our families, friends, etc."

The 'Molkki' actress further shared about the kind of partner she is
looking for and what qualities she wants to see in him.

Talking about the same, she further added: "Like longing for a
fairytale wedding, I also hope and desire for the ideal life partner,
someone who respects, values, and loves my family above all else
and knows me for who I am. Because I have a bit of a childish spirit,
my future partner should be mature enough to understand and bal-
ance our relationship." IANS

A fairytale wedding:
Kajal Chauhan's desire
close to her heart



www.indiapost.com March 3, 2023India Post16

COMMUNITY
ACROSS AMERICA

Desi News

Details on page 19

AAPI brings comfort to the needy
BABU TANGEWALA

CHICAGO: Continuing the
tradition of providing comfort
and warmth to the needy and the
homeless in the United States
during this winter season, with
the overwhelming support from
dozens of Chapters, "the Ameri-
can Association of Physicians of
Indian Origin (AAPI) pointed out
that thousands of people across
the nation have benefitted from
the generosity of AAPI mem-
bers, " Dr. Ravi Kolli, President
of AAPI said.

For several years, AAPI at the
national level and various Chap-
ters at the state level have been
jointly leading efforts to bring
warmth and comfort into the lives
of the needy across the United
States. Launched in 2019, this
noble initiative has now become
an annual tradition of giving by
AAPI to local communities.
AAPI's "Share The Warmth"
project has donated thousands of
blankets to the poor and the
needy in several homeless shel-
ters across the nation every year.

 "We are immensely happy to
state that our AAPI's 'SHARE
THE WARMTH' program has
been highly successful this
year," said Dr. Raghu
Lolabhattu, Vice Chair of AAPI
Board of Trustees and Chair,
Share The Warmth program.
"We had nearly 30 state Chap-
ters of AAPI who participated in
this program and helped about

3,000 homeless and other
needy citizens, which is a com-
mendable gesture."

Dr. Lolabhattu pointed to the
local Georgia Chapter, which
jumped into action, distributing
Blankets to those stranded and

without power during this cold
winter, in the aftermath of a dev-
astating Tornado striking parts
of Georgia state. "It was heart-
warming to see how they greatly
appreciated our timely help."
Praising the concerted efforts of

several other AAPI Chapters, Dr.
Lolabahhttu said

In a heart-warming gesture,
led by Dr. Madhavi Gorusu, Di-
rector of Medical Oncology at
Charlotte Hungerford Hospital,
Hartford HealthCare, AAPI do-
nated blankets to LifeStar, who
in turn provided blankets to local
EMS, the Hartford Hospital
Emergency Department, and
the Neighborhood Health team
to hand out in the community.

 "This has been a one-of-a-
kind experience for the teams of
physicians and young volunteers
alike who have generously vol-
unteered their time and re-
sources to bring joy to the less
fortunate.

Cont’d on page 19

Indiaspora applauds
the nomination of
Ajay Banga
India Post News Service

WASHINGTON, D.C.:
Indiaspora has released the fol-
lowing statement in response to
the announcement of President
Joe Biden's nomination of Ajay
Banga, an Indiaspora Founders
Circle member, as President of
the World Bank.

MR Rangaswami, Indiaspora
Founder and Chairman, said, "I
am delighted that Ajay has been
nominated by President Biden
to lead the World Bank. It is great
to see such an eminently quali-
fied Indian-American nominated
for this prestigious international
leadership role. Especially rel-
evant, given recent commentary
around the Bank's mission and
objectives, is that Ajay brings a
sharp focus on climate resiliency
and environmental sustainability.
In nominating him to this posi-
tion, the President has made an
inspired choice."

When teen dating
turns violent &
how to stop it
VIDYA SETHURAMAN
India Post News Service

One in three youth in the US
expe-rience teen dating

violence. The consequences
can be long lasting and severe.
Schools have sex education
classes, but not many teach
about how to have healthy rela-
tionships, let alone how to set
boundaries and end unhealthy
ones. Parents in many cases
consider discussing romantic
relationships or intimacy taboo.
EMS briefing on Feb24.

Details on page 18
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Bharatiya Seniors of Chicago celebrates
'Shivratri' & Valentine's Day

JAYANTI OZA

BSC members organized 'Shivji Vargodo" with them wearing different costumes

State Bank of India Chicago the joint sponsor From L to R: Amit Shah, Sunder, Meena Patel,
Sudesh Bhatt and Amol Bang

BSC members enjoying program

Bollywood singer Shivani Shah sings movie songs

CHICAGO: Bharatiya Senior of Chi-
cago celebrated 'Shivratri' & Valentine's
Day on February 18 2023 with more then
700 members and invited guests attend-
ing this program.

BSC Secretary Rashila Dobariya sang
a 'Ganesh Vandna"and BSC Managing
Trustee Parsotam Pandya welcomed all
members and guests offering best wishes
for Maha Shivratri" to all

The Program was began with "Shivji
Vargodo' BSC members joined Shivji
Vargodo with Hallowing mask and danc-
ing for Shiva's Wedding procession. Ev-
eryone drank 'Thandai" after which a Spe-
cial song 'Ravan Rachit Shiv Tandav
Stotram" was performed by Avni Bang
Followed by Valentine program managed
by 'Bhavna Modi and Jigan & Jignesh
Gandhi. They call selected Valentine
couple on the stage and asked them funny
question and giving them best wishes with
the nice gifts.

On the day all members wore Red &
Black Valentine'sdress code,with men
wearing black shirt, T-Shirt, Jacket and
Red Coat. All women were dressed in
Saris.

Music and Bollywood songs of 60s,70s
&80swere sung by Sa Re Ga Ma fame
Omkar Deshpande & Shivani Shah the
program's Chief guest.

BSC committee members worked
hard for the success of the program.

BSC President Haribhai Patel urged
to organize Fitness or Health program for
seniors so they can be healthy for the rest
of life. Bhavna Modi & Jigna Gandhi are

scheduled to organize Health Fitness pro-
gram with personal trainers and tutors
soon. They plan to bring Miss Preyal
Patel (Gujarati Speaking) professional
trainer. They will provide this at nominal
cost of $10 so more people can afford.
They are also considering free lunch ev-
ery Tuesdays for seniors.

State bank of India Chicago joined as
a sponsor for the BSC program. It was
represented by Sudesh Bhatt (CEO).
Amit Shah along with the Seniors' col-
leagues had interactions with BSC mem-
bers.
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Indiaspora applauds the nomination of Ajay Banga
for President of the World Bank

India Post News Service

WASHINGTON, D.C.: Indiaspora has released the
following statement in response to the announcement of
President Joe Biden's nomination of Ajay Banga, an
Indiaspora Founders Circle member, as President of the
World Bank.

MR Rangaswami, Indiaspora Founder and Chairman,
said, "I am delighted that Ajay has been nominated by
President Biden to lead the World Bank. It is great to
see such an eminently qualified Indian-American nomi-
nated for this prestigious international leadership role.
Especially relevant, given recent commentary around the
Bank's mission and objectives, is that Ajay brings a
sharp focus on climate resiliency and environmental
sustainability. In nominating him to this position, the
President has made an inspired choice."

Sanjeev Joshipura, Indiaspora's Executive Director,
commented, "Ajay Banga's global private sector back-
ground, during which he initiated and led Mastercard's
financial inclusion efforts, will be of immense value in
enhancing his effectiveness as World Bank President.
Moreover, as the first Indian-born nominee to this role,
he brings a lived understanding of the challenges faced
by developing nations. Large, complex and multifaceted

problems, such as those the World Bank endeavors to
resolve, are not new for Ajay to handle."

Banga is currently Vice Chairman at private equity
firm General Atlantic, having become an advisor to Gen-
eral Atlantic's BeyondNetZero venture at its inception in
2021. He was born and educated in India before becom-
ing a U.S. citizen in 2007, and would replace David
Malpass.

Ajay is a global leader in technology, data, financial
services and innovating for inclusion. Ajay has more
than 30 years of business experience, including head-
ing Mastercard and serving on the boards of the
American Red Cross, Kraft Foods and Dow Inc. He
serves as Honorary Chairman of the International
Chamber of Commerce, having served as Chairman
from 2020 to 2022. He is also Chairman of Exor and
Independent Director at Temasek. Ajay is a member
of the Trilateral Commission, the Co-Chair of the Part-
nership for Central America, a founding trustee of the
U.S.-India Strategic Partnership Forum, a former
member of the National Committee on United States-
China Relations and Chairman Emeritus of the Ameri-
can India Foundation. Among his many distinguished
recognitions, Ajay has notably been awarded the
Padma Shri Award by the President of India in 2016;
the Distinguished Friends of Singapore Public Service
Star in 2021.

BAPS donates $25,000 to Embrace Relief Foundation
to support Türkiye earthquake relief efforts

India Post News Service

In response to the devastating earthquakes in Türkiye,
the BAPS Shri Swaminarayan Mandir in
Robbinsville, New Jersey organized a special prayer

assembly on February 25, 2023, for those affected by
the humanitarian crisis. The community members at
BAPS offered support for the people of Türkiye through
prayer and a generous donation of $25,000 through its

humanitarian relief arm, BAPS Charities, to the Embrace
Relief Foundation.

As hundreds of thousands are fleeing the disaster
zones and being displaced from their homes, Embrace
Relief Foundation has been continuously responding to
the essential needs of those affected. The donation will
aid relief efforts in three key areas: food distribution,
housing assistance, and emergency supply distribution.
At the core of Embrace Relief's mission is delivering

sustainable solutions to achieve immediate and lasting
improvements in situations of humanitarian emergency.

The CEO of Embrace Relief Foundation, Osman
Dulgeroglu, expressed gratitude towards BAPS for or-
ganizing the event and for their generous donation. "I am
truly overwhelmed by your generosity and cannot express
how I feel about your unwavering support during this diffi-
cult time. Thank you for your support. It will bring hope
and comfort to many who have lost everything." Mem-

Ajay Banga
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AAPI brings comfort to the needy

I want to thank all the State Chapter
leaders for their commitment and their en-
thusiastic participation," said Dr. Anjana
Samadder, President-Elect of AAPI.

AAPI launched the "Share-A-Blanket"
project during the holiday season in 2019
during the presidency of Dr. Suresh
Reddy to bring warmth to the needy. Dr.
Binod Sinha, founder President of NJ
AAPI in New Jersey organized and con-
ducted it successfully that year, and since
then AAPI and local Chapters of AAPI
hold it annually.

Dr. Kolli and Dr. Lolabhattu thanked
ATG Tours for being the Grand sponsor of
the program, and all the AAPI members
for the help.

AAPI founded in 1982 is the largest
ethnic medical organization in the United

Cont’d from page 16

States, representing the interests of over
120,000 physicians of Indian origin. In
addition to several programs in India,
AAPI has been in the forefront, advocat-
ing for the interests of the medical frater-
nity and organizing regular CME pro-
grams, health & wellness events, and fi-

nancial workshops for its members and
outreach, public health education, and
advocacy activities for the community
both locally and internationally.

For more details and to join the Share-
A-Blanket Drive in your state/community,
please visit: www.aapiusa.org

When teen dating turns violent & how to stop it
VIDYA SETHURAMAN
India Post News Service

One in three youth in the US expe-
rience teen dating violence. The
consequences can be long last-

ing and severe. Schools have sex educa-
tion classes, but not many teach about
how to have healthy relationships, let
alone how to set boundaries and end un-
healthy ones. Parents in many cases con-
sider discussing romantic relationships
or intimacy taboo. EMS briefing on
Feb24 had youth survivors of intimate vio-
lence and/or committed to preventing it
through educating peers and parents
alike.

February is Teen Dating Violence Pre-
vention Month. A recent study released by
the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention notes that one out of 12 adoles-
cents have experienced physical or
sexual dating violence. Teen dating vio-
lence (TDV), also called, "dating vio-
lence", is an adverse childhood experi-
ence that affects millions of young people
in the United States.  Dating violence can
take place in person, online, or through
technology.  Female students experi-
enced higher rates of physical and sexual
dating violence than male students.

Speakers at the conference are mem-
bers of the Partnership's Youth Advisory
Committee; they reflect a growing net-
work of teen activists working on preven-
tion initiatives with local domestic vio-
lence programs.

Ana Campos, youth speaker, was in an
abusive relationship and a survivor of do-
mestic partner violence. I was blinded by
fake love, and I thought what was happen-
ing was okay and it clearly wasn't. Some
of the red flags I was constantly ignoring
were his manipulation. He would con-
stantly check my phone without my per-

mission, and just be angry over the small-
est things. This has affected me and was
stressful. She herself received two years
of psychological counseling before she
slowly emerged from the shadows.

Armaan Sharma, youth speaker said

dating is such a taboo in South Asian cul-
tures. Although Indian parents in America
are generally much more open to these
concepts, dating and intimate relation-
ships are still something that is so sparsely
discussed with youth. If parents don't ini-
tiate conversation about dating or relation-
ships, or don't create a safe space for dis-

cussion teams, kids will have to turn to
other potentially misleading sources and
will not feel comfortable discussing these
topics with parents ever. So youth will suf-
fer and cycles of violence will continue.

Megan Tanahashi, Communications

Director, California Partnership to End
Domestic Violence said that about one-
third of young people in the United States
have experienced teenage dating vio-
lence to varying degrees.  Many teenag-
ers do not know how to identify the bound-
aries of intimate relationships, let alone
how to end unhealthy intimate relation-
ships. This is an important message for
legislators to hear, because our coalition
is constantly advocating for some of these
programs to have state funding.

Kandee Lewis, Executive Director,
Positive Results Center, Civil and Human
Rights Commission, City of Los Angeles
said it's important that we talk to our chil-
dren about what a healthy relationship is,
or if you're in an unhealthy relationship,
talk to them honestly about that. During the
pre-teen and teen years, it is critical for
youth to begin learning skills to create and
maintain healthy relationships, including
managing feelings and communicating in
a healthy way.

February is Teen Dating Violence Prevention Month.
A recent study released by the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention notes that one out of 12 adolescents have

experienced physical or sexual dating violence. Teen dating
violence (TDV), also called, "dating violence"

bers from Turkish Cultural Center, New
Jersey, and Central Jersey Community
Center were also present to take part in
the event.

The BAPS Shri Swaminarayan Mandir
in Robbinsville, New Jersey, is a commu-
nity dedicated to supporting those in
need. Through various charitable pro-
grams, the organization strives to im-
prove the lives of people around the
world. In 2022, volunteers from the com-
munity were also involved in aiding in the
humanitarian crisis in Ukraine.

To learn more about the charitable and
spiritual programs and initiatives of
BAPS Shri Swaminarayan in
Robbinsville, please visit their website at
www.baps.org/robbinsville

Update:
An update email from the CEO of Em-

brace Relief Foundation, Osman
Dulgeroglu on Feb 27, 2023 mentioned
the following: "We have started to distrib-
ute food packages today for the earth-
quake victims in Hatay. We have deliv-
ered 30 Lb food packages to 250 fami-
lies.

Each Package has; 2 kg Rice, 2 kg
Wheat Grains, 1 kg Lentil, 1 kg Beans, 1
kg Sugar, 630 gr. Tomato Paste, 500 g
Black Olives, 1.5 Kg Pasta, 380 gr. Jam,
750 gr. Salt, 1 lt, Olive Oil, 1 kg Instant
Soup, 500 gr. Black Tea, 1 kg fruit juice,
Biscuits and Chocolates."

BAPS donates $25,000... Cont’d from page 18
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Kindly read the predictions from your ascendant sign. If you do not know your ascendant sign then read the
same from Moon sign. If Moon sign is also not known then read it from the Zodiac sign. The ascendant sign which is

calculated from the birth details viz. date, month, year, time & place of birth gives 85 % accurate predictions. The
accuracy of predictions from Moon sign get limited to only 50 %. The predictions from Zodiac sign are only 25 %

accurate. In nutshell the predictions from ascendant sign are most accurate. In getting personality analysis the traits
given by ascendant sign are 100 % accurate and that is the essence of Vedic Astrology.

Your Weekly Future
by VANEET SHARMA

MAR 21 to APRIL 20 JUN 21 to JULY 22 SEP 23 to OCT 22 DEC 22 to JAN 19

MAY 21 to JUN 20 AUG 23 to SEP 22 NOV 23 to DEC 21 FEB 20 to MAR 20

APRIL 21 to MAY 20  JULY 23 to AUG 22 OCT 23 to NOV 22  JAN 20 to FEB 19

MAR 3RD to MAR 9TH  2023

“Felicitated and
honored by then

President of India Shri
Pranab Mukherjee"

VANEET
SHARMA

510-648-4899

The beginning of

the week is not

good for your happi-

ness however there

shall be great better-

ment from 3rd of March and the remain-

ing part of the week is great for creating

better solutions for fighting stress thereby

generating big success in money making,

inflow of money, saving potential, active

social life with an increase in confidence

and social influence. Although there might

remain stress on mind however your mind

shall be fully focused in activities.

This week is bring

ing good luck

to you from the very be-

ginning of it. The do-

mestic happiness shall

enhance. You shall be developing strate-

gies for becoming successful in profes-

sional life. 3rd and 4th march is good for

your studies, love life and progress of chil-

dren. Your confidence & Immunity level

shall be good and you shall work with fo-

cused approach. On 8th March a certain

amount of peevishness is indicated which

would result in some downfall in your day.

The beginning of

this week is

not auspicious for your

happiness and state of

mind. Do not take any

important decision during initial two days.

This time can be utilized for refining plan-

ning activities. From 3rd March you shall

be focused about becoming more fash-

ionable, amiable & sophisticated and

eventually your social life shall become

excellent. There shall be tremendous im-

provement in work area on 5th, 6th & 7th.

There would remain

ups and downs

in financial matters

throughout the week.

From 3rd March there

would be tremendous increase in your

domestic happiness. Your talent of re-

sourcefulness shall bring in good news of

inflow of money. After the mid of the week

the work conditions shall be fully under

control. From 3rd March you shall suc-

ceed in earning financial relief. The better

dates of financial gains are 6th and 7th

March.

Initially you shall be

concentrating

on your education,

health of children &

mother. From 3rd March you shall plan to

go on journeys to have good time with

your life partner. You shall be spending on

luxuries. Marital bliss shall be at its climax

after the mid of the week. Your partner-

ship venture shall be successful. You

would get better favor of destiny. On last

two days of the week you might remain

slightly upset.

In the beginning of

the week there

might remain little

stress however from

3rd March everything

shall be alright. There shall be tremen-

dous improvement in your marital bliss

and love life. The cooperation and sup-

port can be expected from spouse. The

6th & 7th are average dates for decision

making however it shall be a great period

for achieving something special in the

area of occult.

You shall be happy

with your

sweet bonding with

family members in the

beginning of the week

but some health related trivial tensions

are also indicated. The confidence and

focus shall increase with the support of

friends in the mid of the week. The do-

mestic happiness shall remain good. In

the latter half of the week you shall devise

solid strategies for enhancing saving po-

tential and inflow of money.

Your confidence

level and so-

cial activities shall be

at its peak in the be-

ginning of the week.

Your health shall also be good. You would

be creating strategies for the develop-

ment of your fate and personality and earn

appreciation for your abilities as a good

consultant. The latter half of the week is

excellent for the progress of your children

and there will be tremendous improvement

not only in your pursuits of studies but also

become a role model for your children.

The beginning of the

week shall enhance

your confidence and

working efficiency. You

would be spending

good time with family and friends in the

mid of the week. This week is not only ex-

cellent for social activities but your all en-

ergies shall also get channelized in attain-

ing success in personality development,

enhancement of confidence, working effi-

ciency and partnership ventures. Last day

of the week indicates some tensions in

emotional relations,.

The beginning of

the week indi-

cates betterment in

destiny but there shall

be some disturbance

of mind too. The work area shall improve

and the inflow of money shall get en-

hanced along with tremendous improve-

ment in health, fitness and immunity in

the mid of the week especially. On 6th

and 7th March you shall have to put a

check on your expenses. You shall be

giving some money in charity also. Trav-

elling is indicated.

You shall be getting

good results in

all areas of life includ-

ing attaining favor of

destiny, excellence in

professional life with tremendous in-

crease in income. This whole week shall

be fulfilling in all aspects but there can be

some disturbance on 3rd and 4th day of

the week. 5th, 6th & 7th of March are ex-

cellent dates for attaining better favor of

destiny, blessings of divine people and

higher education. The last day shall bring

in lot of appreciation for your work.

This week is excel-

lent for all ar-

eas of life. The 3rd and

4th March isn't good

for your happiness and

peace of mind. There shall be an increase

in your savings. Sudden improvement in

work area shall help you impress every-

one around. You shall work with balanced

approach and in this week you shall be

getting solutions for the rectification of

tensions on domestic and work front. This

weak shall be lucky weak for education.
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Developers plan to add nearly 25-mn sq ft
mall space across top seven Indian cities

NEW DELHI: Driven largely
by rising consumption, the re-
bound in Indian retail market has
been exemplary in 2022 and is
impacting retail real estate
across the country, said a joint
report by real estate consultants
Anarock and Retailers Associa-
tion of India (RAI).

Buoyed by the growth, devel-
opers now plan to add nearly 25
million square feet of new mall
space across the top seven cit-
ies over the next 4-5 years, said
the report.

It said that NCR and
Hyderabad account for nearly 46
percent of the total new upcom-
ing supply, closely followed by
Bengaluru at 19 percent.

Back in 2022, the top 7 cities
added over 2.6 mn square feet
of mall space, which was 27 per-
cent more than the preceding
year (2021).

"The festive season, devoid
of restrictions and any fear of

contagion, was exemplary with
record high volumes and sales
value," said Anuj Kejriwal, CEO
& Managing Director, Anarock
Retail.

"Sales value estimated during
the festive season in late 2022
was Rs 2.5 lakh crore, nearly 2.5
times compared to the previous
year. The revival of consumer
sentiments and penchant for con-

sumption is therefore being
promptly acted upon by the ma-
jority of brands, retailers and mall
developers. The new planned
mall supply across the top 7 cit-
ies is testimony to the develop-
ers' expansion strategy."

"Further, the retail market size
is expected to touch $2 Trillion
by 2032, growing from $690 bil-
lion in 2021, facilitating the orga-
nized retail sector to grow at 25
percent CAGR."

Kumar Rajagopalan, CEO,
Retailers Association of India
(RAI), said: "The report also
highlights that the Indian retail
sector attracted around $1,473

million between 2019 and 2022,
of which 76 percent of total in-
vestments came in 2019 itself.
Among the cities, Hyderabad
and MMR accounted for nearly
40 percent of the total PE invest-
ments in the sector."

"Data further indicates that
back in 2022, the top 7 cities
added nearly 2.6 million square
feet of mall space during 2022,
which increased by 27 percent
over the previous year (2021),"
he said. "Among the cities,
Bengaluru and Hyderabad were
the only cities which saw new
mall supply additions during
2022."

Presently, the top cities have
over 51 million square feet of
mall stock across the country
with NCR, MMR, and Bengaluru
accounting for 62 percent of the
total stock.

In terms of average rentals in
malls, these appreciated by
nearly 15 percent in 2022 over
the previous year, thus reaching
higher than the pre-pandemic
levels. Bengaluru registered the
highest uptick in rentals of
around 27 percent, followed by
Kolkata at 20 percent in 2022
over the previous year. IANS

Buoyed by the growth, developers now
plan to add nearly 25 million square feet of
new mall space across the top seven cities

over the next 4-5 years, said the report

Average condo
price in Japan hit
record high in 2022

TOKYO: The average unit
price of new condominiums
across Japan hit a record high
of 51.21 million yen ($382,000)
in 2022, topping the previous
record for the sixth year in a row,
a think tank report revealed.

The figure grew 0.1 percent
from the previous year due to
surging costs of construction
materials chiefly reflecting the
yen's weakening as well as an
upward trend spurred by the
popularity of properties located
near train stations, the Real Es-
tate Economic Institute said in
its report.

For 2023, the institute pro-
jected that the trend could accel-
erate amid high-end condo
projects in Tokyo and surround-
ing areas; Xinhua news agency
quoted the report as saying.

In Tokyo and the three neigh-
boring prefectures of
Kanagawa, Chiba and Saitama,
the average unit price of new
condominiums was up 0.4 per-
cent last year to 62.88 million
yen, while new condo supply
slipped 12.1 percent.

However, analysts said that
current low interest rates on
housing loans, which have sup-
ported demand, are likely to be
affected by a potential policy
shift at the Bank of Japan after a
new governor takes over in April.

If floating mortgage rates rise,
it could make people reluctant to
purchase, said an official at a
major real estate developer.
IANS

Details on Page 25

Latest bedroom ceiling
designs for 2023
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HRERA freezes bank accounts of OSB builder
GURUGRAM: Taking a suo moto action, the Haryana

Real Estate Regulatory Authority (HRERA), Gurugram, re-
cently issued an order, instantly freezing the bank accounts
of three affordable group housing (AGH) projects of real
estate promoter Ocean Seven Buildtech (OSB) Private
Limited after noticing several violations of the Act 2016.

The Authority has also marked a forensic audit of ac-
counts and restrained the promoter from creating any
third-party rights as well. The Authority's action came in
the wake of the cancellation of the licenses of all three
projects by the Department of Town and Country plan-
ning (DTCP), Haryana.

"Taking cognizance of the matter and in the exercise
of the power vested under Sections 35 and 36 of the Real
Estate (Regulation and Development) Act 2016, the Au-
thority, hereby, issues directions to protect the interest of
the allottees to freeze the bank accounts and any other
accounts related to the projects in question. The Author-
ity also directs the bank manager not to allow any with-
drawals from these accounts till further instructions from
the Authority," said the order.

All three projects located in Gurugram include Ex-
pressway Towers at Sector 109 with an area admeasur-
ing 7.5 acres, Golf Heights at Sector 69 with an area
admeasuring 5.4125 acres and The Venetian at Sector
70, an area admeasuring 5.10 acres.

"The promoter is, hereby, also restrained from creat-
ing any third party rights in respect of unsold units and all
the assets in the projects till further order from the Au-
thority. And, an auditor is also appointed to conduct the
forensic audit of the accounts of the projects and the pro-
moter is, hereby, directed to provide requisite informa-

tion as demanded by the auditor, forthwith," the order said
further.

The Authority noticed the promoter did not submit
quarterly progress reports (QPR) of the projects since
the time of registration of the projects with the HRERA
which amounts to a clear violation of Section 11(1) of the

Act 2016 read with Rule 14(1)(d) of the Haryana Real
Estate (Regulation and Development) Rules, 2017.

"Also, the promoter has not complied with the provi-
sions of Section 4(2)(L)(d) of the Act 2016 by not submit-
ting the annual audited accounts of the projects to date,"
the order said.

The Authority found the promoter violated the condi-
tions upon which the registration certificates (RCs) were
issued for the projects.

"As per the RC conditions, the promoter was manda-
torily required to submit the documents related to envi-
ronmental clearance, fire scheme approval, airport height
clearance, forest clearance NOC, approved service plan
and estimates within the three months but the promoter
did not comply with any of these conditions," said the
order.

RCs were issued to the promoter in subsequent years
of 2016, 2018 and 2019, respectively.

"In view of the continuing violations, it is amply clear
that the promoter is not only defaulting in the discharge
of its obligations under the Act 2016 but at the same time
violating the provisions of the Haryana Development and
Regulation of Urban Areas Act, 1975 also. And, the Au-
thority is duty-bound to protect the interest of allottees
and make sure everyone follows the Acts in letter and
spirit," said the order. IANS

Latest bedroom ceiling designs for 2023
SUNITA MISHRA

A lot of attention is paid to adorning ceilings in ev-
ery part of the home. This guide will help you find

interesting bedroom ceiling design ideas.
Bedroom ceiling design #1
Wooden panels
Add a natural feel to your bedroom ceiling design

by incorporating wood. Go for wooden blockboards
or panels as part of a POP ceiling design.

False ceiling design for bedroom #2
POP design for bedroom #3
For a king-like bedroom, go for an intricate POP

design for bedroom ceiling.
The perfect lighting can change the entire vibe of a

room. To make your bedroom luxurious and grand,
your bedroom ceiling design must incorporate the
perfect lighting and color.

Color on color bedroom ceiling design #4
Opt for the same overall color to give your bedroom

a different look. Play with shades and hues of the
same color for the walls and the ceiling.

Simple ceiling design for bedroom #5
False ceilings made of POP are one of the most com-

mon ideas to adorn your bedroom ceiling. Incorporate
the perfect lighting to make it look even more special.

Bedroom ceiling design with wallpaper #6
You can come up with a personalized bedroom

ceiling design by choosing to apply wallpapers on your
bedroom ceiling. Check out the magic that wallpaper
can create as a ceiling decoration item.

Bedroom ceiling design #7

While the ceiling is typically the one that gets the ordi-
nary white and the walls get the dashing shades, the op-
posite scheme is at work in the two images below to cre-
ate a highly remarkable bedroom ceiling design.

Latest bedroom ceiling design 2023
Modern bedroom in glass house with black steel

structure, wooden floor and ceiling, decorated with
white furniture, surrounded by a large green garden.
www.housing.com
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Rameshwaram
has the first sea

bridge connecting the
town of Mandapam
with Pamban Island,
and Rameswaram.
Abandoned town of
Dhanushkodi is also
located on Pamban

Island

Rameshwaram is located
on a beautiful island in
the South Indian state of

Tamil Nadu. It is separated by a
small Pamban channel from Sri
Lanka. According to Hindu my-
thology, this is the place where
Lord Rama created a bridge
across the sea to Sri Lanka.

Rameshwaram has the first
sea bridge connecting the town
of Mandapam with Pamban Is-
land, and Rameswaram. Aban-
doned town of Dhanushkodi is
also located on Pamban Island,
which was a bustling town until it
got destroyed in 1964 by cy-
clone.

Renowned for its magnificent
prakaras with massive sculp-
tured pillars on either side, The
Ramanathaswamy Temple
houses the longest corridor in
the world. Agniteertham is fa-
mous for its sacred waters and
Pilgrims perform poojas in honor
of their ancestors at this sea-
shore. The five-faced Hanuman
Temple holds the floating stone,
which was used to build the
bridge between India and Sri
Lanka.

Places To Visit In
Rameshwaram

Rameshwaram Temple: A
perfect blend of mind-boggling
architecture and spiritual signifi-
cance, Rameshwaram Temple,
also known as
Ramanathaswamy Temple of
Tamil Nadu is dedicated to Lord
Shiva. It also boasts of being one
of the 12 Jyotirlinga temples of
India. Not just spiritually,
Rameshwaram Temple is ap-
pealing architecturally also. With
the longest corridor of the world
and immaculate carvings on pil-
lars, it is definitely a treat for your
eyes.

Dhanushkodi: Dhanushkodi
is a small, sparsely populated
beach town on the coast of Tamil
Nadu. In the 1964, Dhanushkodi
was hit by one of the worst storms
India has ever seen. Ever since
then, Tamil Nadu has rebuilt this
town to become one of the most
unique and unusual beach towns
of India.

This small town redefines the
term isolated. Cut off from the
rest of the world, this town seems
untouched by time. While the rest
of India is vying to get ahead in
the race for prosperity, this town
seems frozen in history, reflecting

it grandeur
and beauty.

Jatayu Tirtham: Jatayu
tirtham is the holy temple con-
structed in the memory of Jatayu,
who was the most loyal eagle of
Rama and who helped lord
Rama at various instances in get-
ting herbs from the mountains.

Agnitheertham: One of the
64 sacred baths in
Rameshwaram, the
Agnitheertham is one of the most
important theertham and re-
ceives a large number of tourists
each day. Located on the beach
side of Sri Ramanathaswamy
temple, Agnitheertham is the only
theertham sited outside the
temple complex.

Lakshmana Tirtham:
Lakshmana Tirtham had been
constructed in the loving memory
of Lord Lakshman, brother of
Lord Rama. In order to offer sa-
cred prayers to lord Lakshmana,
this temple has been constructed
in Rameshwaram itself.
www.holidify.com



Bondage and
liberation are of
mind alone
If a man repeats the name of
God, his body, mind and
everything become pure

50 SPIRITUAL APPETIZERS
Vinod Dhawan

“It’s a lovely book. It feels

energetically clear and light.

It’s easy to read, dip in and out

and most importantly it offers

information without fluff! Bless-

ings on this project.”
Jac O’Keeffe

Spirituality teacher based in
USA.
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Pakistan needs to reformulate its priorities, mend
ties with India to come out of economic crisis

N S VENKATARAMAN

Facing severe economic crises
and near bankruptcy conditions
and high inflation, the citizens of

Pakistan must be undergoing a stressful
time now. Apart from the economic cri-
sis brought about due to a combination
of factors and wrong policy decisions,
the frequent terrorist attacks in Pakistan
and Islamic extremism taking deep root
in the country have created an unenvi-
able situation.

The Prime Minister of Pakistan and
the army chief have themselves ex-
pressed their distress about the financial
mess facing the country and obviously
feel humiliated, as they have to plead for
loans from other countries and also ap-
peal for deferment of repayment sched-
ules. Above all, the officials of the Inter-
national Monetary Fund are adding insult
to injury by imposing conditions that
should be adopted by Pakistan to avail
financial support from the IMF, even as

those from the IMF know that some of the
conditions that they impose would add
hardship to the people.

The question uppermost in the mind
of Pakistan cit izens and Pakistan
watchers around the world is where
would Pakistan go from here. The anx-
ious question asked is whether Pakistan
would be able to come out of this turmoil
at any time soon.

A careful analysis of the strength and
potential of Pakistan would only highlight
the fact that Pakistan can come out of the
present desperate situation if the leader-
ship in the government, chief of army staff
and enlightened people can reformulate
their priorities and chalk out a time -
bound action plan in a pragmatic way.

 Certainly, other countries would re-
spond to Pakistan's need in a variety of
ways, if the Pakistani government and
people are able to convince them about
the sincerity of their actions and sound
policy-making.

Pakistan has a reasonably strong ag-
ricultural base and mineral resources

SRI RAMAKRISHNA PARAMAHAMSA

There is nothing wrong in your being
in the world. But you must direct

your mind towards God; otherwise you
will not succeed. Do your duty with one
hand and with the other hold to God. Af-
ter the duty is over, you will hold to God
with both hands.

It is all a question of mind. Bondage
and liberation are of the mind alone.
The mind will take the color you dye
with it. It is like white clothes just re-
turned from the laundry. If you dip them
in red dye, they will be red. If you dip
them in blue or green, they will be blue
or green. They will take only the colour
you dip them in, whatever it may be.

A man is free if he constantly thinks:
'I am free soul. How can I be bound,
whether I live in the world or in the for-
est? I am a child of God, the King of
Kings. Who can bind me?

The wretch who constantly says, 'I

am bound, I am bound' only succeeds
in being bound. He who says day and
night, 'I am a sinner, I am a sinner' verily
becomes a sinner.

If a man repeats the name of God,
his body, mind and everything become
pure. Why should one talk only about
sin and hell, and such things? Say but
once, "O Lord, I have undoubtedly done
wicked things, but I won't repeat them.'
And have faith in His name."

Why shouldn't one be able to realize
God in this world? King Janaka had
such realization. But one cannot be
King Janaka all of a sudden. Janaka at
first practiced much austerity in soli-
tude.

Even if one lives in the world, one
must go into solitude now and then. It
will be of great help to a man if he goes
away from his family, lives alone, and
weeps for God even for three days.
Even if he thinks of God for one day in
solitude, when he has the leisure that
too will do him good.

People shed a whole jug of tears

for wife and children. But who cries
for the Lord? Now and then one must
go into solitude and practice spiri-
tual discipline to realize God. Living
in the world and entangled in many
of its duties, the aspirant, during the
first stage of spir i tual l i fe, f inds
many obstacles in the path of con-
centration.

While the trees on the foot-path are
young they must be fenced around;
otherwise they will be destroyed by
cattle. The fence is necessary when the
tree is young, but it can be taken away
when the trunk is thick and strong. Then
the tree won't be hurt even if an el-
ephant is tied to it.

The disease of worldliness is like ty-
phoid. And there are a huge jug of wa-
ter and jar of savory pickles in the ty-
phoid patient's room. If you want to
cure him of his illness, you must re-
move him from that room.

The worldly man is like the typhoid
patient. The various objects of enjoy-
ment are the huge jug of water, and the
craving for their enjoyment in his thirst.
The very thought of pickles makes the
mouth water; you don't have to bring
them near. And he is surrounded with
them. The companionship of woman is
the pickles. Hence treatment in soli-
tude is necessary.

Excerpted from 'The Gospel of Sri
Ramakrishna'. The 187th birth anni-
versary of Sri Ramakrishna was ob-
served on February 18

that can stand the country in good stead
in future if only the government were to
exploit them properly with good agricul-
tural and mineral policies.

Need for friendly relations with India
The first proactive approach for Pa-

kistan should be to restore peaceful,
friendly relations with India. Prime Min-
ister Modi is fully focused on developing
India industrially and economically and
a war with Pakistan would be his last op-
tion.  India and Pakistan are spending
excessive resources on building their
military warfare due to mutual suspicion.
This helps neither India nor Pakistan.

Obviously, some people in Pakistan
are obsessed with the Kashmir issue
and a generation of citizens has grown
up in Pakistan thinking that Kashmir
should be part of Pakistan at any cost.
This is totally a counterproductive ap-
proach, failing to view the issue in

proper and per-
spective, keeping
the thought pro-
cess in both coun-
tries in view.

Whatever has
happened in the
past,  a certain
portion of Kash-
mir is now with
Pakistan and the
rest is under the

control of India. Let it remain the same
way and let both countries decide ac-
cordingly.

With a strong and forward-looking
leader like Narendra Modi in charge in
India, a pragmatic solution to Kashmir
is possible. Pakistan's government has
to explain to its people the inevitable
need to resolve the Kashmir issue
peacefully in one way or the other.

By having meaningful cooperation with
India, Pakistan can profitably gain by fos-
tering a trade relationship in a variety of
ways that can benefit both countries.

Need to emulate other Islamic
countries

Pakistan should learn from other Is-
lamic countries like UAE, Qatar, and
Egypt and maintain a healthy respect for
other religions like Hinduism and Chris-
tianity, even as Pakistan remains a de-
voted Islamic nation. South Asia Monitor

Philosophy

Sri Ramakrishna
Paramahamsa
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The Prime Minister of Pakistan and the
army chief have themselves expressed
their distress about the financial mess facing
the country and obviously feel humiliated,
as they have to plead for loans from other
countries and also appeal for deferment
of repayment schedules.
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BREAKING GLASS CEILINGS

There is no doubt several global organizations are now led by
Indian origin CEOs. The recent appointment of Ajay Banga,

being specially chosen by President Joe Biden to lead World
Bank is no exception. Sundar Pichai at Google, Raj
Subramaniam at FedEx, Jayshree Ullal at Arista, Sonia Syngal
at Old Navy, Leena Nair at Chanel are amongst many others.

Persons of Indian Origin seem to be gaining recognition in
several fields like management, academics, global institutions;
and they are also rapidly climbing into the political arena in US,
as well as globally.

In the recent past PIO leaders like Satya Nadella, Arvind
Krishna, Indira Nooyi,Shantanu Narayan and Vinod Khosla,
havealready tasted the great American dream. More than 30
percent of Doctors in US are PIOs and approximately 60 per-
cent of Motels and Hotels in US are owned and operated by In-
dian Americans.

In the political front, the recent announcement by Nikki Haley
and Vivek Ramaswamy to run for the 2024 US President, made
headlines all over the world. Besides, there are aleady 5 mem-
bers in the US House of Representatives namely Ro Khanna,
Pramilla Jaypal, Ami Bera, Raja Krishnamoorti, and Shri
Thanedar. In the State legislatures there are more than 50 candi-
dates who are serving in their respective constituencies across
America. Globally too, the recent rise of Rishi Sonak in UK fur-
ther enhanced the notion of PIOs ascent to global leadership.It
has been a long way since Dalip Singh Saundbecame the first
Person of Indian Originmember of the House of Representative
from California.

Experts around the world are analyzingthe secret to this phe-
nomenon. Several reasons makeus Indians stand apart from the
rest of immigrants in US, and other parts of the world. The main
factors are education, language and ability to communicate, tak-
ing risks in new territories, followed by sound family values and
support. Coupled with higher education in US and experience to
work with the best corporates, they become ideal managers to
lead global institutions and companies. Besides, Indian
managersare exposed to unstructured situations early in life
make them ideal leaders for the future.

Getting a driver's license, a birth certificate, even opening a
bank account was a challenge when theyleft India. Of course In-
dia is turning a full circle as administeringsuch tasks has not only
improved but becomes a game changers as compared to rest
of the world. Yet, it is totally another story forIndian companies to
achieve global status. Even after getting a proactive leader like
Modi, the bureaucratic hurdles remain. Once these barriers are
removed nothing can stop India from becoming a global leader
in the corporate world.There is also gender diversity in India's
leading educational institutions, political arena and business,
where women are progressing side by side.

75 years since Independence, India has moved forward to
achieve great heightsin dealing with extreme poverty, over-popu-
lation, malnutritionand low literacy. New India has anambitious
vision, to become a 5-trillion-dollar economy by 2030. It is this
scenariothat drivespersons of Indian origin to break glass ceil-
ings that come their way.

As Cong seeks out allies,
Gandhi trio still calls the shots

DEEPIKA BHAN

The more things change, the
more they stay the same.

This well-known expression, first
used by a French writer in 1949,
reflects the truth about the Con-
gress today.

The Sonia-Rahul-Priyanka
trio may be vouching to bring a
change in the party to get back
the lost fortunes, but the steps
taken stealthily ensure that ev-
erything stays the same. In the
end, everything always goes ac-
cording to a 'strategic' script
overseen by the trio.

The 85th plenary session of
the Congress is an example of
this. Whether it was a decision
about holding elections to the
Congress Working Committee
(CWC) or changing party rules
or anything else, all was to en-
sure that everything stays the
same. And, the 'same' means
keeping it the family way.

Despite public posturing of
the party leadership on holding
elections to the CWC, no elec-

tion took place. The high-pow-
ered steering committee, em-
powered party president
Mallikarjun Kharge to nominate
the new CWC members, was
not attended by the Gandhi trio.

The absence of the family
was to create an impression that
decisions are being made inde-
pendently. But the very fact that
the party retained the nomina-
tion culture in the CWC belied
the claim.

Had the elections taken
place, Kharge could have joined
P.V. Narasimha Rao and
Sitaram Kesri, the two non-
Gandhi party presidents who
conducted CWC elections in
1991 and 1997 respectively.

Kharge followed the nomination
culture - a system that suits the
family, indicating no indepen-
dent way for the party president.

Remember the relation be-
tween Rahul Gandhi and
Manmohan Singh-led UPA
government (2004-2013)? The
former seemed to be at logger-
heads with his own govern-
ment most of the time. The 'ac-
tivist' was often trashing his
own people, and everything
was 'run' by the National Advi-
sory Council.

This time a similar situation
seems to be emerging, the only
difference is that Mallikarjun
Kharge is not the Prime Minister
but the president of the Con-
gress, and Rahul is on a similar
divergent path.

Kharge, the octogenarian
chief of the grand old party, who
of late has been trying to rally the
opposition for a front against the
BJP, had to face discomforting
moments from none other than

Rahul Gandhi.
In Parliament, Kharge has

been actively pursuing like-
minded parties to take on the
Center unitedly, and was able to
rally 14-16 political parties con-
sistently in the budget session.
Taking this forward, he said at a
public meeting in Nagaland on
February 21 that his party was in
talks with other opposition par-
ties, and asserted that "an alli-
ance led by the Congress would
come to power at the Centre in
2024."

A day later a bitter war of
words broke out between
Trinamool Congress leaders
and Rahul Gandhi after the latter
attacked the former.

Rahul while addressing a rally
in Shillong, said: "You also know
the history of TMC, you know the
violence that takes place in Ben-
gal. You know, the scams... the
Saradha scam... that had taken
place. You are aware of their tra-
dition. They came to Goa and
spent huge amounts of money.
And their idea was to help the
BJP. This is exactly their idea in
Meghalaya. TMC's idea in
Meghalaya is to ensure that BJP
is strengthened and they come
to power. Is Trinamool a silent
partner of the BJP? ...Is it inten-
tionally going to cheat the
people of Meghalaya also?"

What followed this surely
must have jolted Kharge, and
raised several eyebrows since
there is this perceived cordial
relationship that Mamata
Banerjee and Sonia Gandhi
share. In a direct attack,
Trinamool national general sec-
retary and MP Abhishek
Banerjee said: "The Congress
has failed to resist BJP. Their ir-
relevance, incompetence and
insecurity has put them in a
state of delirium. I urge Rahul
Gandhi to revisit the politics of
vanity instead of attacking us.
Our growth isn't driven by
money, it is people's love that
propels us." The Trinamool MP
has pinned this tweet since
then.

Rahul's attacking Trinamool
in Meghalaya may have suited
the party's local calculations,
but on the national perspective
Kharge knew that this will not
help him in his endeavor of
striking an opposition alliance.

Even during the party's ple-
nary session in Raipur, he ex-
pressed willingness to work with
like-minded parties and forge a
viable alternative with them to
take on the BJP. He also spoke
of the UPA-like alliance at the
Centre to take on the BJP, where
the Congress led the alliance.
IANS

This time a similar situation seems to be
emerging, the only difference is that Mallikarjun

Kharge is not the Prime Minister but the
president of the Congress, and Rahul is

on a similar divergent path
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1 Kesariya: Brahmastra

2 Heer Ranjha: Heer Ranjha

3 Baarish Mein Tum: Baarish Mein Tum

4 Manike: Thank God

5 Chupke Chupke: Mister Mummy

6 Main Tenu Chadh Jaungi: Main Tenu

Chadh Jaungi

7 Tumhe Pyaar Karungga: Tumhe

Pyaar Karungga

8 Thumkeshwari: Bhediya

9 Kinna Sona: Phone Bhoot

10 Dil De Diya: Thank God

TOP TEN
HINDI  FILM  SONGS

March 3, 2023

Namaste India' is how English singer-
songwriter Anne-Marie greeted her fans

in the country as she made her debut at Vh1
Supersonic.

The stage was decorated with life size teddy
bears. Thousands of fans thronged around the
venue to catch a glimpse of her.

As soon as she entered the stage, the crowd
went into a frenzy as they cheered, screamed
and whistled for her. She even received some
gifts including flowers from her fans.

She set the stage ablaze with her chart
buster hits such as 'Friends', '2012' and
'Rock a bye'.

What was most interesting to see was
that in the sea of crowd only phone flash-
lights were visible as fans wanted to lock
the moment of their favorite artiste per-
forming in front of them live.

She went on the stage and greeted by
saying: "Namaste India. How are you feel-
ing, are you feeling good?" IANS

Bollywood superstar
    Akshay Kumar, who

had a string of flops with his
recent film 'Selfiee' being
another addition, said that
the films not working at the
box-office are solely his
fault and one must not
blame the audience for
not liking a particular film.

As per media reports,
the actor said that he has

faced the similar issue early
during his career when his

16 films tanked at the box-of-
fice in a row.

He said: "This is not hap-
pening to me for the first time.
In my career, I have had 16 con-
secutive flops at a time. There
was a time when I had eight
films in a row that did not work.
Now, I have had three-four films
in a row that did not work. The
thing is that it happens due to
your own fault, film ka na chalna
(a film not working). The audi-
ence has changed, you need
to change, you need to dis-
mantle yourself. You have to
start again because the au-
dience requires you to see
something else."

Akshay said: "It is a great
alarm, aapki film nahi chal
rahi to galti aapki hai (If your
films are not working, it is

your fault). When your films
flop in a row, it is an alarm for

you that it is time for you to
change. IANS

Actor Nawazuddin Siddiqui's estranged
wife, Aaliya Siddiqui, has accused him

of trying to use his power to take custody of
her children. She also accused him of raping
her and filed a police complaint against him
at Versova police station in Mumbai.

She has shared a video and a post in which
she talked about him and blamed him for not having
any attachment with the kids. But, now he is inter-
ested in them and wants their custody. Nawazuddin
and Aaliya got married in 2009 and the couple have
two kids: daughter Shora, and son Yaani.

Sharing details about their relationship and
pointing towards the Bollywood actor, she wrote:
"A great actor who tried to be a great human
being. His heartless mother who calls my inno-
cent child illegitimate and this bad man remains

silent. A rape complaint (with proof) has been filed
against him at Versova police station yesterday it-
self. Whatever happens, I will not let my innocent
children go in these heartless hands."

She also shared her pain saying: "He has
claimed that he wants the custody of the kids. He
has not experienced the joy of kids, he doesn't
even know how to use a diaper or what is the
cost of diaper and even has no idea about the
size of their clothes IANS
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Taking to Instagram, Anushka shared a selfie with a big smile and captioned it, "Good morning."
In the picture, she could be seen dressed in an oversized white t-shirt and kept her hair in a sleek

ponytail. Anushka opted for minimal jewelry.
As soon as the pictures were dropped the actor's fans and industry friends chimed in the comment

section.
One of the users wrote, "Bhabhi ji Kaise ho."
Another comment read, "Why you so beautiful."
Recently, the actor travelled to Bangkok and also shared some sneak peeks from her fun and

short work trip, which went viral on social media.
Talking about Anushka's work front, she surprised everyone with her last cameo in 'Qala'. Her

presence in the film was kept a closely guarded secret and it seems like it's become a huge
talking point after the release.

Anushka took a long break from her professional life after she welcomed her first child with
Virat, their daughter Vamika, as she wanted to spend time with her and after a long wait, the
'Jab Harry Met Sejal' actor is all set for her comeback.

In the upcoming months, Anushka will be seen essaying the role of the iconic Indian pace
bowler Jhulan Goswami in the much-talked-about film 'Chakda Xpress'.

The final release date of the film is still awaited. The 'Ae Dil Hai Mushkil' actor will be
portraying the role of a cricketer for the first time in her career. Anushka's brother Karnesh
Sharma will be producing 'Chakda Xpress' with his home production company Clean
Slate Filmz. ANI

It's a moment of pride for actors Juhi Chawla
and R Madhavan as they were honored with the

Champions Of Change Award on 26 Febru-
ary in New Delhi.

Juhi and Madhavan received the special
award from former President Ram Nath Kovind
at Vigyan Bhavan in the capital. Sharing a few
glimpses from the ceremony, Juhi took to
Instagram and expressed her gratitude.

"It is said, 'Behind every champion there is a
team that prepared him to become that cham-
pion'… thanking everyone who touched my life,

helped me learn, grow and supported in what-
ever I could do for the society. Honored and
humbled," she wrote.

As soon as Juhi shared pictures and videos
from the ceremony, members of the film indus-
try and her fans chimed in the comment section
and congratulated her.

"Congratulations well deserved," Manisha
Koraila commented.

"Congratulations," Raveena Tandon com-
mented. Madhavan also shared a video of him
receiving the award on his Instagram.  ANI

Actor Kareena Kapoor Khan's look test pictures from the film '3 Idi
ots', which was released in 2009, has been unveiled.

Kareena played a medical student named Pia Sahastrabudhi in
Rajkumar Hirani's directorial. The film also stars Aamir Khan, R.
Madhavan and Sharman Joshi. It's been 14 years since the film was re-
leased and Vidhu Vinod Chopra films released a slew of photos on their
Instagram page.

The pictures were captioned: "@kareenakapoorkhanas look test for
Pia in 3 Idiots #behindthescenes #kareenakapoor #3idiots #looktest
#vidhuvinodchopra #vvc," they wrote with the post.

In the first image, Kareena is seen dressed in a green kurta and with
her hair tied in a ponytail and a nosepin. The second picture has her
dressed in a purple saree with some jewelry and a red blouse and thin
spectacles.

The third photo shows Kareena as a college student. The last one is
the iconic look of Kareena as Pia, in an orange top, wearing a red hel-
met. IANS
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